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In a flagrant circumventing of MTU Dining
Services’ authority related to on-campus food
services, local entrepreneur and jetpack
enthusiast, Robert Newman Vigene, has
announced that his newest business venture will be
on MTU’s campus. However, after Dining Services
denied his offer to take over the library café space
from Velodrome coffee, he has announced that his
store is taking advantage of an obscure loophole in
MTU policy and Michigan state law. While
establishing an unauthorized store on any location
MTU campus is strictly off limits, Vigene claims his
scheme gets around that rule.

What is this scheme, you may ask? The
entire store is designed to be run out of a slow
moving hovercraft, doing circles around the Husky
Statue just outside of MTU’s library, putting him in
prime location to compete with Velodrome’s Ann
Arbor-priced coffee that somehow is sold in
Houghton. According to Vigene, once the
hovercraft is constantly moving, it doesn’t qualify
as a “location”, and since it’s always going to be
hovering just a few inches above the ground, it’s
not technically “on” MTU’s campus either, but
rather above it. Since planes flying overhead can
sell items to their passengers without being in
MTU’s jurisdiction, Vigene argues that his moving
shop also qualifies.

Along with the novelty of a shop floating
around campus, Bob’s Air Shop will also provide a
wide array of ethically-sourced signature coffee
and tea blends. Coffee blends brewed-to-order
will include: the Blue Bovine Blend (no affiliation to
either “Blue Bell” ice cream or Max Verstappen),
with distilled caffeine added to up the caffeine
content of a single serving to that of a Jolt Cola; the
Blazing Saddle, a mix of light and dark roasts; and
the “I don’t care just give me a coffee”, which is a
mystery flavor allegedly made up of the combined
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waste scraps of other perfectly good beans that
didn’t get used to make a properly-flavored

roast. But the Air Shop will also vend lattés and
espresso drinks, including The
MuchoMachoMacchiatito, which comes in a tiny
concealable camouflage cup; the Patriot, which is
an Americano delivered via a t-shirt cannon-esque
system; and Newman'’s Nectar, which is also a
salted caramel Darjeeling chai latté topped with
allspice, cinnamon, and nutmeg.

While MTU is investigating ways to shut
down Bob N. Vigene’s Air Shop, it presently
appears they have no legal avenue to do so. Thus,
Vigene is making final preparations to bring his
hovercraft to MTU’s campus just in time for the first
snow, so that students can brave the icy winds and
blinding snowtfall to drop by the hovercraft and
drink some Newman'’s Nectar. The viability of this
enterprise remains to be seen, especially
considering whether the shop can offer
competitive prices compared to the Velodrome
while having to pay for the operating costs of a
hovercraft. It is also unlikely the shop will accept
Dining Dollars, but Vigene has also alluded to
another scheme for exchanging Dining Dollars for
the lucrative “Hukee Buks” cryptocurrency, which
will be accepted, along with cash, card, Venmo,
Apple Wallet, WeChat, and sand dollars.
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